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Introduction.

• Cato Manor is a working class area located seven kilometers from 
Durban's city center.

• It is characterized by an array of housing settings which range from proper 
housing to government built houses(RDP houses), informal settlements to 
Tin houses (transit camps, provided by the government).

• Mostly Africans are situated within the area but a few Indians are present 
as they have formed shops that locals can purchase from daily. 

• Cato Manor is though separated into three sections which are 
Umkhumbane, Cato crest and Wiggins



Introduction cont.

• Focus on the interrelationships between poverty, 
violence and inequality in Cato Manor ranging 
from gender, xenophobic and urban violence.

• Examine the benefits of using violence as a tool 
of protest to achieve spatial transformation and 
spatial justice in Cato Manor.



 ‘Every cycle model attempts to 
reduce complex social realities 
to simplistic and individualistic 
explanations’ (Kelly 1999).



Cato Manor History Timeline
1650 

• Earliest known history - the Nqondo clan occupy the land now known as Cato Manor.

1843 

• George Cato, the first Durban mayor, is given this area as compensation for land that has been taken and used for 
military purposes .

1939 

• An influx of Africans into Durban transforms the cultural mix and life in Cato Manor as many settle there. 

1949 

• 13 January, African-Indian hatred reaches boiling point when a racial incident in Grey Street sparks a violent anti-
Indian war that spreads to Cato Manor. A two-day orgy of murder, looting and arson in the slum-land makes world 
headlines as 137 die and thousands are injured. Shops, homes and public buildings are destroyed and most Indian 
landowners lose their properties to African shack lords and traders. Following the riots, Indian landlords return to 
collect rents or let entire plots to Africans who then erect more shacks and sub-let them. By now there are 6 000 
shacks in the area and the population is between 45 000 and 50 000 

Mid 1950's 

• Government instructs the municipality to develop a new housing scheme at KwaMashu and set up a temporary 
transit camp in Cato Manor 

• Attempts to forcibly move people to the racially exclusive African and Indian townships of KwaMashu, Umlazi and 
Chatsworth miles away meet with stiff resistance and increasing pass and liquor raids raise tensions. In reaction, the 
beerhall riots take place at these symbols of the apartheid government.



Cato Manor History Timeline Cont..

1968 

• Cato Manor is largely vacant, with only a few solitary homes, shops, 
the beerhall and several Hindu temples still standing 

Mid 1980's 

• Cato Manor is once again a centre of political upheaval and the 
struggle for freedom in South Africa, a feature of the final years of 
apartheid. Some public institutions are destroyed in protest, people 
flee and many die leaving an area and community in dire need of 
rehabilitation. 

1990's 

• Waves of informal settlers start setting up homes in Cato Manor as the 
lure of employment attracts them to the city 

• Thousands of newly enfranchised voters line the streets of Cato Manor 
as South Africa's first democratic elections take place 

Source: South African History Online



Aim

• Examine socio-economic livelihoods of Cato 
Manor residents.

• Examine the benefits of using violence as a 
tool of protest

• Examine relationship between spatial 
transformation and spatial justice in urban 
poor

• Examine the negative effects of violence in 
urban poor



Sample Profile
• The survey was conducted 

within a range of informal 
settlement dwellers to those 
with provided RDP houses-30m 
square houses with prepaid 
meters, flush toilets and shower 

• The majority of respondents are 
women whom are mainly house-
heads, pensioners, care takers 
and unemployed.

• 80% of respondents live in 
informal settlements

• Majority of Respondents were 
African



There is little mobility as residents 
relocate within Cato Manor 

High levels of unemployment result to low 
mobility.

Majority of residents have been living in 
same household for over ten years.

50% of Residents have been unemployed for 
over 10 years

“More than three quarters of the African 
population remain in legacy areas, mostly in 
the massive townships and their rural 
extensions to the north and south of the city 
(Durban). These areas are structurally and 
spatially peripheral: neighbourhoods have 
limited services, limited linkages to the 
city’s economic opportunities and are 
plagued by extremely high levels of 
unemployment and a dense concentration 
of poverty” Schensul and Heller (2010) 



Community Participation
“Insurgent citizens”

“an entitlement to political and social rights does 
not necessarily guarantee substantive rights to 
livelihoods” (Miraftab,2016)

• Majority of the residents have lost hope on 
the community and political decision making 
structures.

• Residents do not see the need to vote any 
more due to lack of service delivery and 
broken promises by their political leaders.

• “I am not [ involved in community] because it 
will not help me with anything. I just look for 
jobs to help me sustain my life” Respondent.

• Opportunities are only available for those who 
are politically affiliated.

• Challenges in the community overshadow 
opportunities presented to possibly unify and 
empower the community.

• “People want development, houses, water. 
People are frustrated” Respondent.



Political Violence
• Cato manor has a vibrant and until recently not 

politically tolerant community.

• Those who threaten political leaders are often 
assassinated or have to relocate to other 
communities.

• On 13 March 2013the occupiers chased ANC 
councillor Mzimuni Ngiba out of his house and 
the general area. Later on a community leader, 
Thembinkosi Qumbelo, was assassinated.

• A second man, unnamed in media reports, was 
killed in the same attack.

• On 25 June 2013 another activist involved in the 
occupation, Nkululeko Gwala, a member of the 
social movement Abahlali baseMjondolo was 
assassinated

• A 17-year-old girl, Nqobile Nzuza, from the Cato 
Manor informal settlement in Durban was 
gunned down during a protest.

• Political violence in Cato Manor creates fear and 
oppresses freedom of speech.

•

“Political violence is quite bad. If  
your part of an oppossing group, 
sometimes you hear that your 
home has been demolished while 
you were at work.” Respondent.



Gender and Domestic Violence

• Only 34% respondents have admitted to 
been victims of gender or domestic 
violence. 

• Men became very defensive when asked 
if they have been victims of such abuse. 
Due to the sensitive nature of the topic.

• 45% of respondents have witnessed 
gender or domestic violence, majority of 
victims being family members and close 
friends.

• “this type of violence have to end as it is 
extremely unacceptable. I’d love for it to 
stop but I am not sure how that would 
happen” Respondent.

• “ It depends on what went wrong” 
Respondent.

• Too poor to Care.



ProtestProtest
“There is indeed strong evidence that both income 
poverty and inequality worsened in the years 
immediately following the transition to democracy in 
1994. Income poverty and inequality worsened 
disproportionately in South Africa‟s cities as the urban 
elite and middle classes prospered whilst rapid rural to-
urban migration combined with rising unemployment 
rates to swell the ranks of the urban poor.”( Seekings, 
2010).

Because of slow service delivery and people are not 
noticed in our community. We are side-lined” 
Respondent

“[We protest] because of  lacking services, housing and 
opportunities” Respondent.

“



Protest cont. 
Case Study 

What caused the community to protest against the 
SPCA?(Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals)

• The community did not benefit from any SPCA 
activities.

• Cremation of deceased dogs every day resulted to 
an unbearable smell.

• This pollution resulted to residents obtaining 
chronic illnesses 

• SPCA did not have any direct relationship with the 
community



Emotional geography - Land in South Africa is an emotional and 
sensitive issue.

•Outcomes of using violent 
protest as a tool of expression.
•SPCA has become a residential 
zone.
•Before residents moved in- no 
precaution had been taken to 
disinfect the area.
•Children suffer some skin 
diseases.
•There is no privacy and enough 
space.
•Residents have been living here 
for over 5 years.



Xenophobia
“ Everyone has the right to freedom and security of the person” 

Chapter two of  the South African Constitution

• 55% of respondents have been told of 
cases of xenophobic attacks in the 
community.

• 40% have witnessed xenophobic 
attacks.

• 100% have never participated in 
xenophobic attacks. 

• Everyone was a witness by none 
admitted to being perpetrators.

• “ They are expanding and we are now 
becoming minorities in our 
communities.” Respondent.

• “We are all open human. No one 
should be abused because they do 
not belong.” respondent.” 
Respondent.



“They start supermarkets in our townships 
and local businesses fail.”Respondent

• Peace between SA business 
owners and foreign business 
owners. 

• Faster rates of service 
delivery and increase in 
employment for South African 
citizens.

• Would this mean peace in our 
communities?



Conclusion  
• Violence has been perpetrated in Cato Manor since its earliest 

establishment and has become a norm to influence spatial 
transformation and spatial justice.

• Political violence in Cato Manor limits spatial justice as those 
who form counter- hegemonic groups in the community are 
silenced through violent ways.

• Violent protest in Cato Manor is seen as a trajectory of freedom 
of expression as it attracts the governments attention.

• Uneven development/spatial-transformation evokes divisions 
and violent ways of achieving spatial justice.



What matters is that a new way of conceiving the 
world and man is born and that this conception is 
no longer reserved to the great intellectuals, to 
professional philosophers, but tends rather to 
become a popular, mass phenomenon, with a 
concretely world-wide character, capable of 
modifying (even if the results include hybrid 

combinations) popular thought and mummified 
popular culture (Gramsci 1971).

Thank you. Ngiyabonga…….


	Slide 1
	Introduction.
	Introduction cont.
	Slide 4
	Cato Manor History Timeline
	Cato Manor History Timeline Cont..
	Aim
	Sample Profile
	Slide 9
	Community Participation
	Political Violence
	Gender and Domestic Violence
	Protest
	Protest cont.
	SPCA has become a residential zone
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19

